ANTHONY   EDEN
Little Entente. If Eden was the first Minister to fill in the
gaps in Anglo-French collaboration, he was also breaking
fresh ground when he insisted that if Russia had a part to
play in the maintenance of Anglo-French security, Russia
should be consulted. Following the interview with Prince
Paul, Litvinov was invited to lunch with Eden and DufE-
Cooper while the ill-fated Marshal Tukhachevsky wa.s re-
ceived by DufF-Cooper at the War Office and by Swinton at
the Air Ministry.
Tukhachevsky was the only one of Stalin's victims to be
shot without any public hearing. He was condemned out of
hand for his alleged fascist sympathies, but there are grounds
for asserting that he was taking too independent a line in his
efforts to strengthen the Franco-Soviet pact by military
arrangements with Great Britain, and that the occasion of
King George V's funeral had provided hitri with the pretext
for this ill-omened initiative. The talks with Litvinov were
described as raising the problems of * collective and regional
security in some of their more pressing aspects'. All the
while there was close contact between Litvinov, Eden, and
Titulescu—all the while there were the sinister undertones of
impending disaster. Neurath was polite, but it was all too
evident that Eden had not been given any specific assurances
that Germany would respect the demilitarized zone. The
tension during February increased. There was an interlude
when Eden had official conversations at the Foreign Office
with the Sardar Fayz Mohammed Khan of Afghanistan.
The Sardar was the world's youngest Foreign Minister, beat-
ing Eden by a year, and was able to announce that all was
quiet on the North-West Frontier.
The stage was now set for Eden's first statement as Foreign
Secretary in the House of Commons in the debate to take
place on 24th February. On i9th February he had another
audience of King Edward. There were various lengthy fore-
casts of what he would say, but when the great day arrived
he said very little. * The much-heralded debate,5 The Times
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